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Letter Template – Public Health Officials
This letter is designed to help recruit local public health officials to participate in the Voices of Meningitis campaign to help expand meningococcal disease educational efforts in your community.  The letter is designed in a “template” format, which features text in brackets (eg, [insert city or county]) for you to insert the appropriate information.

**Please be sure to delete the above title and information before duplicating this letter**
[Insert date]

Dear [insert public health official name]:
As part of the National Association of School Nurses’ (NASN) Voices of Meningitis campaign, [insert NASN Affiliate and/or school or district and/or local sanofi pasteur representative] would like to assist you in raising awareness about meningococcal disease and vaccination for preteens and teens within our local community.  

In collaboration with sanofi pasteur, the Voices of Meningitis initiative aims to motivate parents of preteens and teens to talk to their child’s school nurse or health-care provider about vaccination.  The program brings together the many “Voices of Meningitis” – school nurses, parents whose children have been affected by the disease, survivors of meningococcal meningitis, and public health professionals – to raise awareness about the dangers of meningococcal meningitis and the importance of prevention for preteen and teenage children.  

The Voices of Meningitis program has a variety of resources available to help you educate local parents and encourage them to consider vaccination.  These ready-to-use materials include informative posters, consumer brochures, and fact sheets.  Materials are available and can be downloaded from www.VoicesOfMeningitis.org.  Additionally, the Web site features compelling downloadable videos from families personally affected by the disease and offers additional information about meningococcal meningitis and vaccination. 

As you know, meningococcal disease is a rare, but potentially fatal bacterial infection that can take the life of a child in just a single day.  Studies show preteens and teens are at increased risk for contracting the disease and are more likely to die than other age groups.  

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and other leading medical groups recommend meningococcal vaccine for:

· Preteens and teens 11 through 18 years of age 

· College freshmen living in dormitories
· Children 2 through 10 years of age who are at increased risk for infection or if elected by their health-care providers and parents
I will be in touch in the coming weeks to further discuss any opportunities to work together to raise awareness about meningococcal meningitis and encourage immunization in the community.  In the meantime, please feel free to contact me with any questions.

Regards,

[Insert local NASN, school nurse or partner organization contact name]

[Insert contact information, including telephone number, and e-mail address] 
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