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Meningococcal Meningitis Case or Outbreak Advisory
This advisory template is for use by school nurses to distribute to parents (via mail or electronically) to provide information about a recent case(s) of meningococcal disease in their community and to discuss the importance of vaccination for preteens and teens.

**Please be sure to delete the above title and information before duplicating this advisory**

Dear Parent:
As your child’s school nurse at [Insert school], I would like to make you aware of a recent [Insert case or outbreak] of meningococcal disease in our school community.  
Meningococcal disease is a rare, but serious bacterial infection that can cause meningitis and take the life of a healthy child in just a single day.  

The best way to help protect your child against meningococcal disease is through vaccination.
[Insert details about the case or outbreak and school response efforts]  

Meningococcal disease is spread through close personal contact, such as sharing drinking glasses, kissing or living in close quarters.  If you have reasons to believe your child may have  been in close contact with the affected [Insert student, teacher, etc.], or if your child exhibits symptoms that progress quickly or are severe, such as a fever, headache, vomiting, or a rash, contact your child’s health-care provider immediately or go to the emergency room at your local hospital. 

Health officials recommend meningococcal vaccination for preteens and teens beginning at age 11, with a booster dose by 18 years of age. Speak with your child’s health-care provider if your child has not been recently vaccinated against the disease. 
The cost of the vaccine is covered by most health insurance plans.  You can contact your local public health department to determine if your child is eligible to receive the vaccine free of charge through programs like the Vaccines for Children Program.
Please call [Insert school nurse name, title and contact information] should you have any questions or concerns.  You can also visit www.VoicesOfMeningitis.org to learn more about meningococcal meningitis.
Sincerely, 

[Insert school nurse name, title]
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